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Ancient Mesopotamian civiliz ed the world as a closed dome, surrounded by a primordial saltwater ocean,
Nammu or Tiamat. Three heavens, the seats of the constellations, younger gods and elder gods, along with the underworld, enclosed the Earth proper,
which was flat, supported by pillars rooted in the underworld, and sur ded by another sal sea on all sides. Underneath it, there was a

massive reservoir of fresh water, personified by the god Apsu or Abzu. The world was created after the god Enlil separated An(air) from the Earth(Ki).
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Ancient Mesopotamian civilizations, such as the Sumeri ned the world as a closed dome, surrounded by a primordial saltwater ocean,
Nammu or Tiamat. Three heavens, the seats of the constellations, younger gods and elder gods, along with the underworld, enclosed the Earth proper,
which was flat, supported by pillars rooted in the underworld, and surrounded by another saltwater sea on all sides. Underneath it, there was a
massive reservoir of fresh water, personified by the god Apsu or Abzu. The world was created after the god Enlil separated An(air) from the Earth(Ki).
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The god Ea (second from right) on the Adda Seal, c. 2300 BC.

Behind Ea is two-faced messenger Usumu. In front of him is the sun

god Shamash, and next the winged goddess Ishtar.
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Robert John Braidwood

Born June 29, 1907

Detroit, Michigan

Died January 15, 2003 (aged 95)
Chicago, lllinois

Spouse Linda Braidwood

Academic background
Education  University of Michigan (MA,
1933)
University of Chicago (PhD,
1943)
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